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of the P.L. 480 program, there existed close links between the scientific
communities of the two countries. Many Israeli scientists had received
some or all of their training in the United States. Even those who had not
either spent some time on sabbaticals in the United States or worked for
several years at U.S. academic institutions or in industrial laboratories.
Conversely, a fair number of U.S. scientists spent sabbaticals in Israel
working at the major research institutions. Thirdly, the Israeli scientific
establishment is recognized as one of the best in the world. On a per
capita basis, the number of scientists and engineers in Israel compares
favorably with that of many of the most scientifically and technologi-
cally advanced countries. With these preconditions, one could feel con-
fident that a reservoir of collaboration already existed that could easily
be tapped to generate a large number of good project proposals. There
was no need for the foundation to perform the services of a "marriage
broker."

Some of the advantages of the "BSF model" are presented in the
following paragraphs.

Assured Annual Budget

Since BSF operates on the income from a fixed endowment, it does not
need annual appropriations. Neither does it have to depend on the abil-
ity and willingness of various government agencies to contribute support
for selected activities. Although, due to special circumstances prevailing
in Israel, the annual income fluctuates and cannot be predetermined
with great accuracy; nevertheless, BSF can count on approximately the
same income year after year. If the endowment were in dollars (as is the
case with the BARD Foundation) rather than in Israeli shekels, the situa-
tion would be even better.

Nonpolitical Character

Even though the BSF Board of Governors represents the two govern-
ments, political issues rarely enter its deliberations. Its main function is to
set policies and guidelines and to review annually the scientific program
of BSF and approve its budget. Both governments also enter the decision-
making process by indicating their priority interests in proposals sub-
mitted. These indications are based primarily on scientific and technical
considerations and, only in very rare instances, on political considera-
tions (e.g., security). Since by its charter BSF is committed to support
only unclassified research for peaceful purposes, security considerations
hardly ever enter the picture.